CHAPTER ©NE: A W/ @RLD ®F DARKNESS

Pull up a chair and get comfortable. You might as well get something to drink, since this might take some explaining. Count-
less philosophers and poets have spent their time examining the world around us. There are gas stations and trees and slums and

rock concerts and scientific facilities and unexplainable phenomena. Somewhere in the mix of all that is something that we label
“ ”
the world.

In Mage: The Ascension, that same world exists. It has all the modern conveniences, historical foibles and raging debates. Howeuwer, it’s
a darkened mirror of our universe, a flip-side touched by a tainted whisper of broken-down reality. It’s a World of Darkness, where the streets are
a little dirtier, the corporations shadier and the light of the human spirit a dim, guttering flame. In the cracks between sanity and madness,
things walk those darkened streets. The folk tales and whispered legends are all true. When people line up to see movies about starships, monsters
or giant conspiracies, they hardly realize that such things exist in their darkened world.

This World of Darkness is a backdrop for the greatest wars that ever raged out of human sight. While humans squabble
over their mundane borders and material concerns, the mystic world exists right beside them, unseen to all but a gifted few.
For those who know where to look, an entire realm of spirits, ghost, demons, spells, ancient traditions and hidden wisdom
awaits. It’s a world of magic.

With the presence of wonder-workers who bend the cosmos to their whims, is it any wonder that reality itself is up for
grabs? While all manner of hidden monsters skulk about the fringes of humanity, the rising stars of human endeavor have
always been mages — those few who have the will, the enlightenment and the imagination to grasp the unseen, seek the
unknown and illuminate the edge of tomorrow. These keepers of wisdom wage their own shadow war, where they determine
the future of humanity (they hope) and fight for the right to uphold their beliefs against the tides of sterile conformity. All
the while, they must balance the demands of magic with the wondrous and terrible panoply of a maddening, decaying world.
They can be the final sparks against the jagged edge of history, as long as they survive their own Awakening into that cold
magical night.

"AABA . MUP TbMbl

CsapTe B KpecAo, M yCTpoiTech MOyAoOHee. Moskere B3sITh 4ero-HMOYAb IIONMUTH, TAK KaK MOTYT IOTPebOBATHCS
obwsicHeHmst. BecuncaeHHbIe TO3THL M GUAOCOPBL TPATHUAM HEMAAO BPEMEHWM, U3ydasl OKPy»Karommit Hac mup. CylgecTByoT
M aBTO3AIIPABKM, 1 AEPEBbSI, 1 TPYINOObI, M POK-KOHLEPTSI, 1 HAyYHbIE 3aBEACHWS U - HeOObsICHUMBIe peHOoMeHbL. M rae-
TO IIOCPEAM BCETO 3TOTO HAXOAMUTCS TO, YTO MBI IPUBBIKAM 0603HaYaTh « Mup».

B Mazax: Bocxoxdenuu naruwecmByem mom xe mup. B nem ecmwv 6ce coBpemennvie ydobcmba, ucmopuueckue
nedocmamxu u cbupencmbyrougue pasrozaacus. Ho 3mo memmoe ompaxenue nautezo mupa, 0opamuas cmopoud, omme-
UCHNHAR NOPOUHBIM UENOMOM PACKOAOMOLL pearvrocmu. Inmo Mup Tomwt, 20e yauupt nemHozo zpasHee, KOpHopauuu
3azadounee, a cbem uerobeweckozo dyxa — caab u myckr. B paspvibax mexdy 30paBomvicauem u besymuem no 3mum
MeMHOIM Yrouxam xodam pasmote cyuecmba. Qorvxrop u cmapvie rezendvr 206opsm npaBdy. Kozda awodu cmosm 6
ouepedax Ha PUALMDL O KOCMUHECKUX KOPAOALX, 4y0oBuuyax uru maiinvx 6cemuproix obuecmbax onu u npedcmabumo
He mMozymt, umo 6 Imom memnom mupe cyuecm@yent 6ce mo xe camoe.

Jror Mup TeMBI — AEKOpaLMsI BEeAMYATIINX BOWUH, KOTOPhIE KOTAA-AMOO BEAMCH BAAAM OT IAa3 YeAoBede-
cknx. CMepTHBIE CCOPATCS M3-32 MUPCKUX OrPaHMUYECHUI M MATEPUAABHBIX IPOOAEM, B TO Bpems, Kak 3a
IIPEACAAMHU AAPOBAHHOIO UX OKY A€SKUT MarM4eCKuil MUP, BUAMMBIV AMIIb OAAPEHHOMY MEHBUIMHCTBY. JHA-
FOIIMUX, KyAa HaAO CMOTPETh, OKMUAAET MUP, IHOAHBII AYXOB, IIPU3PAKOB, AEMOHOB, 3aKAVMHAHWW, APEBHUX
TPAAMIUIA M TAMHOTO 3HAHUI. DTO — MUP MAarumn.

C yuemom cywecmBoBarnus wydombopuel, cnocobnvix 6a3amv y3avt U3 pPearvHOCHU, HeYIUBUMEeAbHO, UMO
mup naxodumca 6 ux pyxax, ne max au? Ecau zazadounwvie wydobuwa Gcex copmob cxpwvibaromcs om 2ra3
yeroBenecmba, mo mazu Bcexda 6viau Bocxodsuwumu 36e30amu weaoBerecxozo pazbumus — me HemHOUe, KOMY
xBamuro Boru, npocBemaennocmu u Boobpaxernus yxbamumv mnebudanmnoe, uckamo nebedomoe u ocBewyamo
parnuybt 3abmpawreso s Dmu xpanumeru 3nanuti 6edym c6orw cobcmbennyro maiinyro 6oiiny, e, xax onu
Haderomcsa, onpedersiom cydvoy werobewecmba u cpaxaromcs 3a 603moxunocmo coxparums cbou 632as10v nod
Boanoti cmepurvroti yHuduxayuu. B mo xe 6pems, onu dorxnvt noddepxxubamov 6ararnc mexdy mazuetl u yxa-
carougum Beauxorenuem cxodiugezo ¢ yma, ubryuezo mupa. Ecau onu nepexxuBym Ipobyxderue 6 smu xor00-
Hble, MazudecKue HOUU, MO OHU MOZYHL OKA3AMbOCL NOCACOHUMU, KIMO CHOUM HA NYMU 3a3)0peHnoz0 re36us
ucmopuu.
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